22 September 2004

Château de La Baudonnière

Dear Parents,

Thank you very much for sending the balance of payment for your child's visit to France so promptly.  Thank you also for sending me important details relating to your child's dietary and medical needs.  There are still a few E111 forms that I have not received and I would be grateful if any outstanding ones could be passed to me in the next few days.

I am aware that this letter is very long but I am sure you appreciate that there is a lot of information I need to give to you.  This is the final letter that you will receive about the visit to the Château de La Baudonnière and I imagine that you will want to refer to it several times as the departure date approaches.

We shall be assembling In Blah Road, adjacent to Blah School (opposite the Blah garage) at 7.15a.m. on Saturday 9 October.  Please be punctual.  Your child will need to register with me and hand in his / her passport.  I shall retain all passports for the duration of the trip and return them to the pupils during our journey back to school on Wednesday 13 October.  The other teachers who are accompanying the pupils are Mrs Aguilar, Mrs Lowe, Mr Brown, Mr Herbert and Mr Ashton.

All pupils need to ensure that their luggage is kept to a minimum; we recommend taking a small suitcase or a holdall bag (see packing list attached).  The majority of our pupils will be travelling to Portsmouth by coach and some pupils will be taken to Portsmouth by minibus with Mr Davis.  It is important that all pupils have a small "daybag" with them that contains the items that will be needed during the journey, as they will not have access to their main luggage until we arrive at the château.  

The ferry journey

As there will not be a cinema on the boat, it is very important that all children bring sufficient quiet activities for the 4¾ hours' crossing, e.g. board games, reading material.  They will also require a packed lunch for the boat.  Pupils will, of course, be able to stretch their legs by walking around the boat in small groups, but the majority of the time will be spent sitting down.  No pupils will be allowed on the deck.  Please ensure that your child has travel sickness pills if these are required and that he / she is aware of the time when these need to be taken.  If your child does suffer from seasickness, it is particularly important that he / she remains seated for the journey.  Teachers have found, from experience, that, together with tablets, "sea-arms" worn on the wrists, and a supply of ginger biscuits, are quite effective!

When the boat arrives in Cherbourg we shall travel to our destination by coach and a minibus provided by the château.  A member of our staff will, of course, travel in the minibus, too.

Château de La Baudonnière

We shall arrive at the château early evening and pupils will be shown to their dormitories.  After a presentation by the staff at the château, we shall have a late supper before it is time to unpack and go to bed.  There will not be time for pupils to telephone home that evening.  There are limited public telephones in the château and pupils will be encouraged to make one telephone call home during our stay.  We have decided, as a staff, that we do not wish pupils to bring mobile phones on this trip.  In the past they have only caused unnecessary problems and the emphasis during the week is very much on immersion in the French language and culture.  Please do not feel alarmed if your child does not telephone you! Should you require any reassurance, I shall telephone school on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and you can call school, if you wish.  In an emergency, the number to call at the château is 0033 233 60 46 95.  Whilst it is not our intention to telephone parents during our stay, we do need to know how to contact you should an emergency arise.  Please complete the information slip at the end of this letter and return it to me by Friday 1 October at the latest. 

Activities

Pupils will be engaged in a range of activities during their stay; some will be inside the buildings and others will be in the extensive grounds of the château.  Pupils will be working in groups with staff who are, of course, fully trained.  In the evenings before supper, pupils will write their French journal - with the help of teachers, naturally!  After supper, there will be another activity before we retire to our beds, exhausted!  On Tuesday morning we shall have an excursion to a local market and pupils will be allowed to explore the stalls in small groups, enjoying the atmosphere and answering questions in their workbook.  We shall have a picnic lunch on this day and return to the château for afternoon activities.  We are very fortunate in that we shall be the only school at the centre during our stay.

Pocket money

Pupils will not require much spending money within the château. Twenty euros (the preference is for small change, as mentioned in an earlier letter) will suffice for the purchase of some postcards and a phone call home.  Souvenir t-shirts of the château  (15 euros) are available from the tuck-shop there.  Pupils may also wish to take some extra money for the visit to the market and to the shopping centre that we plan to visit (time permitting) on our return journey to Cherbourg.  If pupils are taking euros to be spent outside the château, we recommend very strongly that they give this money to a member of staff once we are on the boat.  Pupils need, however, to carry their "tuckshop change" on them.  No objects of value should be taken to the château, e.g. jewellery, expensive watches, as these may be lost or broken.

Kit list

I attach a packing list; this is extremely important.  I would appreciate it if you could help your child to pack sensibly.  Old clothes are essential!  Please supply lots of plastic carrier bags as these are always useful!  Pupils are not allowed to bring make-up or aerosol spray products.

Medication

Mrs Aguilar will be responsible for administering medication during the pupils' stay in France.  If your child is asthmatic, please ensure that she (Mrs Aguilar) has a spare inhaler.  It is essential that your child also carry an inhaler at all times. If your child is taking any medication, please ensure that this is given to Mrs Aguilar - clearly labelled with the child's name and instructions - well in advance of our departure day.  We do not want pupils to administer their own medication. We shall have a supply of Paracetamol tablets should anyone experience minor pain during the trip.  If you are not happy with us giving such a tablet to your child, please let Mrs Aguilar know, in writing.  Your child may keep travel sickness pills for the return journey in his / her luggage and we shall remind pupils to take these before we leave to come home.

Parents' meeting

Your child will have given to you a letter inviting you to a meeting with Mrs Aguilar and me on Tuesday 28 September at 6.30p.m. in the prep school hall.  As I said in this letter, your attendance is not compulsory, but you may wish to have the opportunity to speak to one of us or to have some clarification on certain points.  

Arrival home

We should arrive at school at about 11p.m. on Wednesday 13 October.  Please collect your child from the coach in Blah Road.  Your child will probably be very tired and we do understand that you may want him / her to "sleep in" on Thursday morning.  We anticipate many of our pupils arriving at school at morning break on Thursday 14 October!

May I take this opportunity to thank you for supporting this school visit to France.  I hope that all pupils will enjoy a stimulating and enriching stay at the Château de La Baudonnière.

Yours sincerely,
Zoë Thomas (Head of French)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Emergency numbers ( 9-13 October 2004)

Pupil's name:

Emergency telephone number(s):

Name                                                         Number 

2.

Please return this slip to Zoë Thomas by Friday 1 October.

