CHATEAU DE LA BAUDONNIERE

Saturday 9 October – Wednesday 13 October 2004

Dear Parents,

I am pleased to inform you that I have made arrangements for our current year 7 pupils to stay at the Chateau de la Baudonnière from Saturday 9 October until Wednesday 13 October 2004.

The Chateau is situated in the region of La Manche in Normandy, 90 minutes south of Cherbourg.  Its grounds incorporate an orchard and cider press, boule pitch, farmyard, a lake and river, woodland and meadows.  The accommodation is arranged in several small dormitories and the children eat good quality French meals in the dining room at the centre.  

Our pupils will engage in a range of outdoor and indoor activities at the centre, for example, there will be an opportunity to take part in a treasure hunt, an orienteering session, climbing, archery and boules.  Prep school teachers will be staying at the centre, of course, and the staff who work there are all experienced and fully trained.  There will also be French classroom activities and games and quizzes in the evenings.

As this will be the first time that our school has used this extremely popular educational centre, I shall be visiting it first, accompanied by Mrs Aguilar, during the Easter holidays.  We may decide to spend part of one of our days in October visiting a local area by coach (at no extra cost), but we shall make that decision after returning from the Chateau in April.

The Chateau is all about French language immersion.  Everything that is done there involves using practical spoken French to convey meaning and the children are encouraged to speak French as much as possible.  A friendly, French environment supports this philosophy.  This, of course, provides an excellent opportunity for your child to practise hearing and speaking French for several days at the start of the all-important year 8.

Travel to the Chateau will be by coach from school to Portsmouth.  We shall then take the ferry to Cherbourg (4-5 hour crossing) before travelling by coach to the Chateau in Normandy.  Your child will require his/her own passport.

The cost for this trip will be £ and this includes all travel, accommodation, meals at the centre and all equipment and teaching materials.  The price does not include meals on route.  Apart from this cost, however, pupils would require a little spending money for their own purchases.  

I believe that this is an excellent opportunity for your son/daughter to practise his/her French in a supportive atmosphere and to add relevance to the study of a foreign language.  I also think it will provide a valuable social experience where the children learn a certain amount of independence and mix within a large group for a sustained period of time.  

If you wish your child to take part in this trip, please complete the slip below and the parental approval form for a school trip (attached) and return the forms to me, via your child, together with a deposit (non-refundable) of £.  Cheques should be made payable to Blah School.  Please return the two forms and cheque to me as soon as possible, but no later than Friday 5 March.  The balance will be paid in two further instalments, at the start of May and July and I shall give further details of this to you in my next letter.

I hope that I have provided you with sufficient information.  Should you require further details, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.  

Yours sincerely,

Zoe Thomas (Head of French)

Name of child....................................................   Form.......................

We/I would like our/my  child to take part in the trip to the Chateau de la Baudonnière  and enclose a deposit of £ (made payable to Brighton College).

Signed....................................................    Date.................................

Please return this slip, together with your cheque and the parental approval form for a school trip, to Zoe Thomas, by Friday 5 March. 

