CHATEAU DE LA BAUDONNIERE


ACTIVITIES AND OUTDOOR SESSIONS








Below is a list of activities and outdoor sessions available at the Château. They all provide a perfect situation for students to feel at ease using the French  language, and include the learning/ practice of verbs, actions, directions, instructions and vocabulary relevant to the immediate environment. They enjoy the activities so much they do not realise just how much they are learning! 





As far as possible all sessions are conducted in French, unless otherwise requested and depending on the age and French level of the student. All safety points may be covered in English by the accompanying teacher if necessary. Most sessions are followed up with a worksheet applicable to the students’ level. All safety equipment is supplied by the centre (e.g. helmets, harness) and sessions are run by our fully qualified and experienced staff. 








ESCALADE (CLIMBING)





Climbing sessions take place on the Château’s own climbing wall and it is suitable for students of any age. After the issue of equipment and explanation of the safety procedures, the students will climb various “routes” on the wall. They will use commands in French to each other and will learn and/or practise the parts of the body.








EXERCICES D’INITIATIVE (INITIATIVE EXERCISES)





On location in the Château forest, tasks are set for each group to encourage the students to work together both mentally and physically. These team-building and problem-solving activities are challenging, fun and require good communication skills and a lot of team-spirit! This activity can be doubled with a classroom session of ‘français’











CANOË/RADEAUX (CANOE/RAFTBUILDING)





The canoeing is held on our small lake at the Château. Simple instructions are given in French and the students will master various skills in a very safe and fun environment. Students should be confident in water, but do not need to be excellent swimmers. Raft building is often tied together with “Canoë” and is a team building exercise, where the students are given the task of making their own raft with some ropes and barrels and a lot of patience. Wet suits, life jackets & helmets are provided by the château.
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ORIENTATION (ORIENTEERING)





After studying a  French map of the Château grounds, the students will label their map with positions using co-ordinates. The grid references are given in French allowing the learning of features and directions, as well as practising numbers. After simple explanations in French, the group will be divided up and the students are the free to find as many control points as possible within a limited time. This activity can be doubled with a classroom session of ‘français’








PARCOURS DE SANTE (ASSAULT COURSE)





This very popular session is held on our purpose built assault course in the Château 


grounds. All explanation are given in French and each pupil repeats each statement/ action before being allowed to do each obstacle. Ideal for practising popular verbs and the use of prepositions. Usually rather wet and muddy, the students enjoy finishing off the session with a run against the clock, whilst hearing and speaking French at all times.








TIR A L’ARC (ARCHERY)





Archery is conducted on the Château’s own archery range, where the students get a chance to be Robin Hood. After the obligatory safety talk and explanation of the equipment, the students shoot the arrows onto targets, an excellent opportunity to practise French numbers (scores) and directions. All this followed  by a balloon shooting competition! This activity is doubled with a classroom session of ‘français’














FABRICATION DU PAIN (bread making)





Due to popular demand we have introduced this as an activity in its own right.  Not only will students learn all about quantities and measures in French but it’s fun and there is a tasty end product!
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ESCRIME      (fencing)








Learn the skills of a mousquetaire!  This activity can be practised indoors or out (in the summer months)  Full protective clothing/equipment will be provided as well as a choice of plastic or metal foils.  Thorough safety instructions will be given in French and demonstrations of stance and footwork.  Students will be assessed individually before pairing off to fence by means of a group warm up and practice.  Here students can learn discipline and control as well as further broaden their use of the French language.











PHOTOGRAPHIE  








The camera is an excellent prop for all occasions.  This activity puts the students under the skin of a reporter, they will put together their own newspaper article in French, e.g. ‘une journée au Château’ and they may wish to present their work at the ‘spectacle final’.  This is a great opportunity to build confidence and enthusiasm in French.  This activity can be doubled with a classroom session of ‘français’.


